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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


METHODIST MISSIONS. 


Report for the year 1817, of the Executive Committee for the man- 
agement uf the missions, first commenced by the Rev. John Wes- 
ley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now carried on under 
the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


(Continued from page 130, vol. 5.) 
ASIA. 


The mora! state of those of the Cingalese who profess the Chris- 
tian religion, unhappily is not, in any great degree, generally supe- 
riour that of the pagans. They are, for the most part, through long 
neglect, deplorably ignorant of not only the doctrines, but the prin- 
cipal facts of revelation; and though maiataining the profession of 
christianity from motives of worldly interest, are too often in heart 
and secret practice wedded to their pagan superstitions. But even 
nominal christianity has been for many years greatly on the decline, 
esp«cially in the province of Jaffna, where the success of the minis- 
ters appointed by the Dutch government was most eminent, and 
presents an affecting proot of the consequences of the gn and 
supineness of European Christians; whose influence, had it been 
employed by fervent and persevering zeal for the cause of Christ, 
might have ripened the promising commencement of the success of 
Protestant missionaries, into the universal diffusion of a pure form 
of christianity through the island. On this subject, which appeals 
so forcibly to every fooling of shame “7 are neglect, and jealousy 
for the name and honours of Chrigt; the Wes!eyan missionaries have 
lately published an interesting pamphtet, chiefly translated from 
the work of Baldus, formerly an eminent Dutch minister in Ceylon, 
containing an account of the state of religion in the province of 
Jaffa, in his time; to which they have added remarks on its present 


state, and given a list of distressing magnitude, of the number of 
heathen temples built in that province since the time of Baldeus, 
now crowded with worshippers of iduls, whilst the Christian 
churches, for the most part, lie in reproving ruins. From this ac- 
count it appears, that owing to the disregard and supineness ef Eu- 
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ropean Christians to this part of the Lord’s vineyard, so great has 
beeu the decay of Christianity, and so vigorous the revival of pagan- 
ism, that no fewer than 529 heathen temples have been erected in 
Jaffnapatam since the time of Baidus. In June, 1816, two of the 
missionaries (Lynch and M‘Kenny) made the tour of the province, 
with a view of ascertaining its present condition. In this journey 
they were accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Glenie. and they would 
have added their journal to the work in question, but that it was in 
fact but a mere repetition of the mournful record, that here and there 
were the mouldering remains of a forsaken church or house, inac- 
cessable from the surrounding jungle, and now become the undis- 
turbed abode of howling animals and noxious reptiles. In most 
cases only a ruinous pillar or a desolate wall presented itself, over 
which the aged ivy had spontaneously risen, as if to bespeak the 
attentive inquiries of those who might pass by, and to stamp un- 
doubted marks of antiquity upon the decaying remains of ancient 
piety on which the moderns for so long a time have continued to 
ook with neglect, inattention. and unconcern. They met now and 
then with a solitary individual who professed himself a Christian, 
though surrounded by hosts of images, mosques, pagodas, and brach- 
mins, and were fu!ly persuaded that a plentiful supply of faithful 
missionaries, zealously labouring throughout the province, would, 
with the blessing of the great Head of the Church, be followed in a 
very few years by the most pleasing results.* 


* It will give pleasure to all who sigh over the desolations of Zion in 
Ceylon, to learn that some of her «+ waste places are likely to be built up,”’ 
and that the -‘voice of joy” will again be heard in them, the local govern- 
ment having with its usual regard to the interests of religion, informed 
Messrs. Lynch, Squance, and Carver, in answer to an application from 
them, that any of the old churches were at their service, on a lease of 
seven years, rentfree. The following is an extract on this subject, from 
a letter from Mr. Carver, dated Jaffnapatam, March, 17, 1817 

‘*In this province are a number of churches built by the Portuguese, 
and consequently spacious, and adapted to the Roman Catholick mode of 
worship. Inthe time of the Dutch, many of them were used as Protes- 
tant churches; but now they are in a state of dilapidation and ruin. It 
was thought advisable to endeavour to raise up schools at these places, 
to teach the children and those more adv..nced in life, the principles of 
christianity, visiting the people in the villages as often as possible. Ac- 
cordingly a petition was sent to his excellency, praying for the use of 
these places for the purposes mentioned, to which we received an encou- 
raging and satisfactory reply from his excellency, who has, on this and 
every other occasion, evidenced the greatest readiness to forward every mea- 
sure, which has for its object the amelioration of the condition of the 
heathen. 

«Information was given us, that any of the old churches were at our 
service, on a lease of seven years, rent free. As we had established our- 
selves at Point Pedro, which is distant from Jaffnapatam about twenty. one 
miles, it became very desirable to have the church at Pultoor, nearly mid- 
way between the two places; because in this climate itis highly injurious te 
health, either to be exposed to the chilly dews of night, or the insuffera- 
ble heat of the sun by day. Onthe road to Point Pedro, there has been 
six churches, at Nallour, Copay, Pultoor, Atchavelly, Uddepetty, and 
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Such is the condition of the Cingalese natives, whilst thousands of 


the descendants of the Portuguese, Dutch, and other Europeans 


equally need the faithful and zealous application of Christian in- 
struction to give them a character worthy of the Christian name. 

To effect the christianizing of Ceylon, and the revival of pure 
religion among those who bear its name, only to present a more 
affecting contrast to its spirit and practice, the only efficacious 
means are the preaching of Christ, the circulation of the Scriptures 
and the establishment of schools; and in all these departments of 
Christian piety and zeal, the committee are happy to state, the mis- 
sionaries appointed by the Methodist Conference are actively en- 
gaged, and are thus co-operating with the excellent chaplains of the 
establishment in that colony, and the missionaries of other denomi- 
nations, equally interested in the religious interests of the island, 
and contending only who shall be foremost in communicating the 
“faith delivered to the saints,’ to those who are ignorant of its na- 
ture, or distant from its influence.* 


( To be continued.) 


Kattavelly, mostly distant from each other, three, four, and five miles. 
Nallour and Copay have little remaining excepting the foundations, which 
mark the place where once they stood. At Pultoor and Atchavelly we 
are fitting up schools. Some of these are very extensive buildings, from 
one hundred to one hundred and forty feet long. and forty or fifty broad; 
some built of brick, others coral rock *? 

* Many pleasing instances of co-operation among the missionaries of dif- 
ferent persuasions have occurred of late, and they have had the effect of 
exciting in them mutually the full spirit of their giorious work We ex- 
tract one instance from Mr. Charter’s communicativn in No. 31, of the 
Baptist Periodical Accounts, page 144. 

‘«‘Mr. Siers and mysel! were at the pagoda, going on with our work, till 
after twelve at night. He was so much delighted with his new employ- 
ment, that when we retiredto our little hut in which we spent the remain- 
der of the night, he eould scarcely sleep. At half past seven in the morn- 
ing, I preached again, and had a considera':le number to hear me. In the 
forenoon, Mr. Armour, and the two Methodist brethren, Harvard and 
Clough, came to the place. They wen: up first to the pagoda and talked 
to the people, and thence to the preaching-shed, where a priest, who has 
made up his mind to renounce Boodhism, read a paper, showing his rea- 
sons for so doing to which he added something extempore, to shew that 
it is a false religion. Among ether things he said, «*‘ Boodh himself had 
foretold, that during 5000 vears of his dynasty, (2000 of which are not 
yet elapsed,) the Boodh religion would keep its footing in this island, and 
the Kandian kings would continue to reign: asa sure proof that Boedhism 
is not true, he said they all knew that the king of Kandy is now a prisoner 
in fort Colombo”’ After the priest had delivered. Mr. Harvard, with the 
help of an interpreter, prayed and preached to the people, and we sung 
bymns in English. We then took dinner with a dutch magistrate, who 
was at the place to keep peace during the feast; and returned to Colomho, 
singing hymns most of the way. | was much gatified by the trip, and 
felt more like a missionary at his proper work, than at any time since my 
arrival here,’’ 
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DOMESTICK. 


BAPTIST MISSIONS. 


The fourth annual report of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions 
for the United States. 


ADDRESS. 
( Concluded from page 127, vol. 3.) 


Much has been done, but more, much more remains to be accom- 
plished. We have only agen our standard on the field; the bat- 
tle is yet to be fought. The various stations which have been cho- 
sen, are only strong positions from which must be carried on a more 
extended warfare. If we faint here, our strength is small indeed! 
If we sit down satisfied with such partial achievements, the laurels 
already gathered will wither on our brows. If steady, ardent, per- 
severing efforts do not succeed these measures, we have but labour- 
edin vain. What are fowr missionaries in Pangoon against a host 
of seventeen millions? and these too under the strong influence of the 
god of this world, and shielded by the grossest darkness! Take up 
the map of North America. Trace the range of the “everlasting 
hills”? which divide the waters that roll to the Atlantic from those 
that discharge themselves into the gulf of Mexico. One missionary 
is stationed there; more solitary than the eagle that builds upon 
their rocks. From thence look southward upon the vast extent of 
country inhabited by the Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws, and Choc- 
taws, and one or two may be discovered shining like stars amid the 
general gloom. ‘Then extend your view across the Mississippi to 
the town of St. Louis; two missionaries have fixed themselves there. 
But follow this river in its course for thousands of miles; trace its 
mighty tributary streams, and you will find their banks lined with 
tribes of Indians, almost as ignorant of the God who made them, 
as the animals on which they subsist, When shall these “floods 
clap their hands?” when shall these valleys sing, and the mountains 
repeat the joyful sound of salvation? Can such mighty effects be 
produced by the efforts of two men, however pure their aims, how- 
ever unwearied their exertions? 

We repeat it, the work is but in its commencement. Those self- 
denying men, who, confiding in the promises of God and the fidelity 
of his friends, have gone forth to their glorious task, must be ably 
supported. For success in their endeavours they look to Him whose 

rivilege alone has power to make darkness light, and raise the dead 
to eternal life; but for the means which shall enable them unceasing- 
ly to persevere in their labours, they look tous. And who will re- 
fuse “a cup of cold water”’ to the disciple of his Lord, when fainting 
with the extremity of toil? Let us rather say, who will not count it 
a happiness, for which he is bound to give thanks to the Father of 
mercies, than an opportunity is afforded of participating in that no- 
ble design which invites the contemplation, and engages the aiten- 
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tion of the happy spirits who “are sent forth to minister to those 
who shall be heirs of salvation?” 

There is one circumstance which the Board are particularly desi- 
rous of impressing upon the wind of every friend to humanity. Our 
British brethren in India have found, by the experience of more than 
twenty years, that “civilization and salvation go hand in hand;” 
and if this be true respectiug a people in some degree enlightened, 
it obtains with a ten-fold consideration when applied ‘to the abori- 
gines of our country, destitute of a written language and every art 
of cultivated life. It follows that schools for their instruction must 
be established if we would do them any real and permanent service; 
and an additional expense proportionate to these objects must en- 
sue. But let not any one be discouraged on this account. By 
teaching them to read, and placing in their hands the word of God, 
which by the power of his spirit is able to make them wise unto sal- 
vation, we shall greatly prepare the way of the Lord, and facilitate 
the progress of his missionary servants. It is but following the 
bright path that marks the progress of redeeming love on the fields 
of Europe and the extensive plains of Asia. By this method such 
as were ready to perish, even in lands where the gospel had long 
been known, have been nourished with the bread of life. By this 
method the heavealy manna distils upon the wilds of Tartary. And 
it. is by disseminating religious tracts, and such portions of the 
Scriptures as they have, in the short period of their residence in 
Rangoon, been able to translate into the Burman language, and 
publish, that our beloved brethren there are diffusing the knowledge 
of God with success; and their hearts are gladdened with inquires 
for “more of this sort of writing.” 

Brethren of our own denomination! brethren in Christ and friends 
of humanity of every name! whilst thus we press upon you the 
mighty objects yet to be attained, we are not unmindful of what you 
have already done. We thank you, from our hearts we thank you, 
for the libera! support you have afforded in the common cause of out 
master; and we feel a pleasure in reflecting that our thanks are the 
least recompense that shall be given to every one who thus serves 
him. If we have “used boldness” in urging upon you the necessi- 
ties of ever increased exertions, it is because we are sensible, that 
such only can be crowned with success. We ask not your gold or 
silver for our own purposes, but for His whois Lord of both. Our 
missionaries, content with what may subserve the ordinary support 
and decencies of life, prefer to all the charms of wea!th the priva- 
tions which their duties impose, and find their comforts in the conso- 
lations of Christ—their luxuries in doing good. ‘There is, indeed, 
one subject upon which they are importunate, and we cannot but re- 
quest ar attention to it. Their constant cry is, “Pray for us.” 
This duty a Lazarus may fulfil, and even the most wealthy will 


find themselves enriched by the exercise. They who cast their 
bread upon the waters shall find it after many days; but the devout 
supplication of the pure in heart of itself diffuses the joy of heaven 
through the bosom of man. We close our address with the wish, 
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that in this, as in every good word and work you may continue to 
abound; and that all engaged in the glorious enterprise of extending 
the empire of the Redeemer, may realize the prayer of Moses, the 
man of God.—Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glo- 
ry unto their children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us; and establish thou the work of our hands} yea, the work of 
our hands establish thou it.” 


ER 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


THE REV. JAMES M. MATHEWS, 


Pastor of the Reformed Dutch Church in Garden-street, New York, 
in seconding the motion of Mr. Milnor, made the following 
speech: 


Mr. Vice Presipent,—lI rise to second tinis motion: and I do it 
with unfeigned pleasure, as it gives me an opportunity of paying a 
tribute of publick respect in which every one here will gladly unite. 
I will not dwell on commendations, and I shal! detain you with but 
one expression of the kind. It has been said of the Apostolick Bu- 
chanan, “that, reasoning from the ordinary blessing of Providence 
on the use of means, had every million of Christians, from the day of 
Pentecost to the present time, contained but one such man as Dr. 
Buchanan, there would scarcely now remain a heathen nation in the 
world.”? Were another man in the chair before me, I might be dis- 
posed to do more than ask the question, whether we may not with 
some justice take the language thus applied to the author of “The 
Star in the East,” and use it in application to the author of “The 
Star in the West?”’ I do not allude merely to several liberal bene- 
factions which have added to the resources of different institutions 
for the spread of truth; but to our President’s prayers and peseve- 
rance in the Bible cause; to a zeal and devotedness which have led 
him to attend our meeting this day, not only at a sacrifice of ease, 
but at the hazard of life. 

Mr. President, if you will excuse something like a benediction 
from one so much younger than yourself—may that Redeemer who 
crewned the wishes of aged Simeun, denying himself for a time the 
comforts of his home, that he might see “the Consolation of Israel,” 
reward your pious desires to be here—send you from us with the 
acknowledgement, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 

eace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation;’"—and may the recol- 
[athens of the Redeemer’s presence with you this day, sooth your 
spirit when you “shall come to your grave in a full age, like as a 
shock ef corn is gathered in, in his season.” 

You will not consider me as using language too solemn for the 
present occasion. Indeed, sir, if ever we are entitled to look for 
the fulhlment of the promise, “where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them,” it is so when 
we are assembled as a Bible Society, in which Christians of every 
denomination forget their distinctive names, and laying their hands 
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on the one Book, as the charter of their hope from heaven, fee! that 
they are leagued ‘together by one covenant, engaged in one holy en- 
terprise—to spread the scriptures of truth, the gospel of salvation, 
to the ends of the world. I cannot look around me, to survey an 
assembly like tiis, without believing that here is a spectacle which 
gladdens the heart of God and man; and which should be counted 
among the many monuments which in those latter days have been 
erected on the earth, as both omens and instruments of good to our 
sinful race. 

Admitting, sir, that it is impossible to state, with any thing like 
precision, what is the amount of means aunually expended for the 
spread of the Gospel: yet it is due to truth to say, that never since 
apostolick times has the moral machinery of the Chistian world been 
so vast and magnificent as we find itnow. Ido not even except 
the days of the ever memorable reformation. ‘That was a struggle 
to regain the territory which had once be! onged to C bristianity, 
which she still nominally held, but which she had in fact lost. The 
efforts of the present day 80s not only to render the reign of truth 
more universal! among all classes in lands where it is; but to send it 
into those remote wilds where its sound was never heard; to spread 
it as far and wide in the earth as there are sins to be forgiven, and 
souls to be saved; to wrest from the prince of darkness, kingdoms, 
where his throne was never before disturbed. Look, sir, both at 
home and abroad, and see what is doing. Not many years since, 
the huts of poverty were seldom visited by the rich, to inquire if the 
Bible was there; the youth of the poor were allowed to grow up in the 
midst of us, ignorant of truth and duty; hardened into the spirit of 
Ishmael—“every man’s hand against them; and their hand against 
every man;”” > and of late, throughout the greater part of Protestant 
Christendom, so suddenly too as though it were the effectof magick, 
have arisen those true instruments of “reform, those fountains of life 
and light to the poor, Sunday Schools, in which the intelligent and 
polished of both sexes stoop and take by the hand the young ‘vagrant, 
and the ignorant adult, and lead them to knowledge and to God: 
nay, sir, and the very deaf and dumb, whom Pr ovidence seemed to 
have insulated irrecoverably from rational enjoyment and inter- 
course, and to have set before us to manifest how far human nature 
can sink—from these once prisoners of despair the chains are broken 
off which confined theth from the range of human intellect; and a 
-language is discovered which the dumb can speak and understand. 

Thus is God enabling all classes of mankind to profit by the Bible 
where they have it. But he does not allow his people to stop here 
in their labours of love. There is one great object on behalf of 
which he has emphatically enlisted the spirit of our day. It is the 
spread of the Bible without note or comment, in that simple form in 
which he gave it from his own holy hand; and so completely has he 
engaged in this cause all sexes, ages, sind conditions of the Chris- 
tian world, that ours has been justly called “the age of Bibles.”” Sir, 
I have often thanked the author for that expression, gems conveys 
a sentiment so characteristick of the period in which we live. It is 
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now no uncommon thing to find the little apprentice boy stealing 
time, not from his master, but from his sleep, to earn something to 
cast into the treasury of a Bible Society. The weather-beaten ma- 
riner, whose wages were once scattered without thought, and with- 
out advantage to himself, can now be found laying up of his money 
for the same good end; and while thus ‘rom the youngest, and poor- 
est among mankind, the gold and the silver are brought as an offer- 
ing to the Lord, nobles and princes, kings and emperours, bring 
gilts worthy of their names. Indeed, sir. there has arisen an emu- 
ation on this subject which it is not only honourable to feel. but 
which must be attended with most illustrious results. Individuals 
are vying with individuals, communities with communities—not in 
contests of war and enmity, but in a contest where emulation wakes 
no little jealousies, in which superiour success produces giaddened 
admiration from a rival—a contest, in which all have, under the 
same banner, been striving who shail do most for the Lord of Hosts, 
the Captain of their salvation. And what has been the result? what 
the effects of this vast patronage of the Bible cause? ‘The Bible is 
borne, as on the wings of the wind, to every land. he ange! is 
fast flying in the midst of heaven proclaiming the everlasting Gos- 
pel to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people. Heralds 
have gone forth in the face of every danger to distant climes, carry- 
ing in their hands the word of Godg so that a spirit of devotedness 
in the ministers of those holy institutions has always kept pace with 
the spirit of beneficence in their patrons. Cau I call over the 
names of the Hendersons, the Pattersons, the Pinkertons, who are 
traversing the frozen climes of the North, the wilds of Siberia and 
Tartary—the Careys, and Marshmans in India—the Morrisons and 
Milnes in China—and hesitate to ask you whether it is not true, 
that heroes of a new race and character have arisen on the earth, 
who both in the worth of their object, and the zeal of their hearts, 
outstrip whatever was fabled of the argonauts in pursuit of the 
Golden Fleece; or whatever was attempted by tie mistaken spirit of 
chivalry crusading against infidels. These are heroes undaunted 
and unwearied in suffer:ngs and dangers; for they “endure as see- 
ing Him who is invisible’~-going on subduing principalities and 
owers, for they “are more than conquerors through him who hath 
aed them.”’ God grant that such men may be increased like the 
stars in the heavens; when they die, may their mantles fall on 
others who shall arise in their spirit and power:—and prompted by 
a sight of this audience, | would add—may the spirit of the Roman 
matron, who counted it her most distinguished honour that she was 
‘«‘Mother of the Gracchi,”’ men who had bled for their country; des- 
cend into the bosom of Christian mothers in our day, and may they 
count it their highest glory that they shall have trained up sons to 
be devoted to the spread of the Bible in every clime—the erection 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom throughout the world. 
Another thing has very forci:ly impressed my mind when sur- 
veying this subject; it is the nature of those institutions by which 
the Scriptures are thus spread. Societies, voluntary associations of 
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men, 1n which rich and poor, rulers and ruled are admitted toa 
common membership. It is exactly such combinations of men, in 
which rich and poor, great and small, are thus bronght together and 
act together i in a common bond, that have always been found most 
potent engines for the accomplishment of great objects. You know, 
sir, how the apostles of infidel philosophy reasoned and acted on 
this subject.—How they planted their societies of illumination in 
every city and neighbourhood to which they had admission; and in 
these multiplied conclaves devised and matured their plans, trained 
and hardened their instruments, for the overthrow of every thing 
holy and useful in Church and State. And with what wise malig- 
nity they acted you see in that deluge of mingled tears and blood 
which has swept over the face of Europe during the last twenty-five 
years. Now, sir, what a delightful thought, that the Redeemer has 
wrested from the hands of Satan this weapon and turned it against 
him; and has led his own people to determine, that, at least, im this 
respect; “the children of this world” shal! not be “wiser than the 
children of light ” Having seen what associations could do against 
the Bible and its ordinances, we are now trying what societies can 
do for it;and the result of the experiment has outstripped not only 
the opinions, but the hopes of the most sanguine. From the day 
that Bible Societies were set up—institutions comparatively novel 
both in form and in name—from that day the powers of infidelity 
seem to have abandoned many of their strong holds; and to keep 
possession of others with a feeble hand and a distrustful heart; and if 
you survey the lands oace overcome by them, you may find the edifi- 
ces, lately filled with plotters of treason against States and against 
the Kingdom of God, now lying in ruins; and in their stead are risen 
temples, on the portals of which are written in gold—Tne Breve; 
and within their walls are found the men of truth, planning the re- 
formation not only of a kingdom, but of the world; and the word 
and spirit of Jehovah, their peaceful, their only instrument. Think, 
sir, think, not only of that first of Bible Societies, which, like the sun 
in the heavens, seems destined to visit every region of our globe 
with its enlightening influence; but think also ‘of what is now doing 
in the palaces of the Czars, in the dominions of the Frederics; and 
of the new light that is just dawning even in the neighbourhood of 
the Thuilleries; and from the survey, must not you fee! compelled 
to exclaim, “The time te favour Zaon is come; the Heathen shall 
fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy zlory!” 
Mr. President, how shall we be sufficiently thankful for the he- 
nour of being permitted to take part in the work which distinguishes 
our age of the world. That man sees things in a most delusive 
light whe would surrender the chair on which ' you sit for the honour 
of being the commander of conquering legions, or the statesman 
who guides armies and nations at his will. We should indeed ne- 
ver forget that in proportion as God sees fit to do any thing by us, 
does he claim gratitude from us. Next to that honour, always first, 
of having my name written in the Lamb’s book of life; and to that 
which each minister of the cross should place second, my commis- 
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sion to preach Christ and him crucified—next to these would I place 
the honour of being recorded as a member and contributor to a Bible 
Society. This is to put our hand toa work imperishable as the hills. 
‘I respect that honourable ambition which would live revered and 
beloved in the memories of generations yet unborn; and that has 
reared temples and pyramids with the hope that they would realize 
immortality for their founders. Time has worn them away; and 
the face of the earth is now strewed with the wreck and remnants 
of its former taste, power, and industry. But, sir, “the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever; and we who are engaged in its diffusion 
are erecting for ourselves a pillar which time shall neither deface 
nor prostrate; which no friend nor foe shall ever behold in ruins; 
which will go on increasing in splendour till, at the dawn of mille- 
nial day, it will be owned as one means of turning the nations to 
God. 

Let us then proceed in our good work. While we carry with us 
“the ark of God’? and “the tables of his testimony.” The pillar 
of fire by night, and the pillar of cloud by day,” wi!l ever be before us 
to guide and animate us. Opposition must be expected. Our cause 
is too good and our success too great to be without it. The blas- 
phemies of the profane, and the mistakes of many good men may 
combine to resist us. But already, although we are in the com- 
mencement of the Bible age, the number of our opposers, as well as 
their strength, is diminishing. One of their greatest champions has 
retired from the struggle, confessing as he abandoned it,—*At- 
tempts to oppose you are like attempts to oppose a torrent of burn- 
ing lava that issues from Autna or Vesuvius.” Itis the language of 
honest confession. 

But, sir, a Bible Society, and especially a National Institution 
like this, has other work to do besides surmounting such opposition. 
Let us remember that if ever we achieve great things, we must first . 
Jearn to contemplate and attempt great things; and never can our 
work be viewed as finished while there is a land not filled with Bi- 
bles, a sinner on earth without the Holy Book in his hand. You 
have but to cast your eyes on the map of the globe to see how much 
is yet tobedone. Sir, when I survey the vast regions of the earth 
covered with the darkness of Paganism, or superstitions still worse, 
and compare those domains of sin with the comparatively small 
space covered with the light and knowledge of the Redeemer, my 
heart would sicken in despair, was it not that our cause is the cause 
of God; and we have his promise that ‘worm Jacob shall thresh the 
mountains and make them small as dust.”? Let the Christian world 
“be up and doing,” and we are certain as to the result: “the king- 
doms of this world will become the kingdoms of God and of his 
Christ,” and we be owned as instruments in accomplishing the glo- 
rious change. Let us adventure our prayers, our time, our means 
in the causes and the world shall be our conquest, without blood: 
Africa, shall no longer be “the lasting reproach of civilized man;”’ 
but explored and traversed by messengers from heaven, scattering 
around them the good seed of the word; it shail be known not as a 
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waste of burning sands, but as “the garden of the Lord,’ watered 
with “rivers of life: the wall of China, more enduring than that 
which repels the Tartar invaders—the wall which imprisons her 
sons from the light of the gospel, shall, like that of Jericho, crum- 
ble at the feet of God’s ministers sounding the trumpet of salvation 
and entering in, not todestroy, but to save. And in a word, island 
of the sea shall send to island of the sea, continent to continent, 
and hemisphere to hemisphere, to tell that “their idols are cast to 
the moles and the bats.” that the temples of Jehovah are their places 
of worship, and the song of the Lamb their hymn of praise. 

Such “glorious things are spoken of the city of God;” and in the 
accomplis' ment of such things, may we nt hope, judging from ap- 
pearances this day, that some instrumentality may yet be attributed, 
tothe 4merican Bible Society. 

CHEROKEE MISSION. 
From THE KnoxviL_e ReGcisTER. 

Copy of a letter oer: the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, Missionary to the 
Cherokee Tribe of Indians, to the Rev. Thomas H. Nelson, dated 
Chickamaugah, March 27, 1818. 

Rev. and dear Sir,—I take the liberty through you, as pastor of 
the Church and Congregation in Knoxville, to address a tow lines 
to those benevolent females, who, more than a year ago, voluntarily 
came forward to aid by their charity in establishing this mission. 
Your liberality deserved a more particular notice, and a more 
prompt acknowledgment, than it has yet received from us. I hope, 
however, you will excuse our delay, when we tell you, that a pres- 
sure of cares, and those indispensable duties which were necessary 
to make provision for our large family, obliged us to neglect many 
other duties which had a strong claim to our attention. 

It is not my design at this tine to illustrate the dDeauty and ex- 
cellence of christian charity, as a trait of the female character, or to 
enlarge on that noble maxim of our Saviour, “It is more blessed to 

ive than to receive.’ IL would rather call your attention to the 
effects which your charity, in connexion with that of many ethers, 
has beey instrumental in producing. We have most substantial 
grounds for saying, that God has been pleased in his condescending 
mercy to bless your charity as a means of enlightening these igno- 
rant people, and of bringing more of them to a saving knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus. 

The first of this month, was but one year, since I was here, a soli- 
tary pilgrim in this strange land, without one christian friend with 
whom I could advise, or to whom I could look for assistance. But 
the Lord has unexpectedly raised up l!abourers, whose hearts we 
trust are warmed with a generous solitale love for the poor heathen 
and who are willing to spend and be spent for the cause of Christ 
among them. Our missionary family 1s now so large, that some of 
us are engaged in making active preparations to commence a mis- 
sion in the Choctaw Nation. 
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Qur little church which at first consisted of only five members, 
now consists of fifteen, and three more stand propounded for ad- 
mission. Five of these are natives, who give pleasing evidence of 
having experienced a saving change of heart. Respecting some of 
these, I must be a little particular. 

Katy Brown, a girl about eighteem years of age, whose parents are 
half breeds, and do not speak our language, has been in our family 
about seven months, and attended our school about five months. 
When she came, she could read but indifferently io three letters, 
and was very ignorant as to every thing pertaining to God and di- 
vine truth. She did not even know that there was a Saviour, and 
had never felt that she was a sinner. She was from the first, atten- 
tive to her book and industrious in her habits, and in about three 
months was able to read intelligibly in the Bible, and now writes a 
decent hand, and has commenced arithmetick. She is fair in her 
complexion, amiable and genteel in her manners. But what endears 
her to us and must render her case interesting to every Christian, is 
her piety. In the course of last fall she became the subject of seri- 
ous impressions, which have terminated, as we trust, in a saving 
change of heart. She loves her Saviour, and loves Christians; a 
tender kindness rules in her heart, which isunknown among unci- 
vilized people, except where grace reigns. She expresses her anxi- 
ous desires for the instruction and conversion of “her poor people,” 
as she calls them, and would gladly spend her days in our family as a 
missionary; were it not for the duty whick she owes to her aged pa- 
rents. In consequence of depredations which are almost constantly 
committed on their preperty by some lawless whites, they feel con- 
strained to remove over the Mississippi in the fall, and wish their 
daughter to go with them. We feel as though it would be sending 
forth a tender lamb into a howling wilderness without a shepherd; 
but we also feel that by this means, the Lord is raising up missiona- 
ries from among the natives, and sending them into that vast coun- 
try before others are ready to go.—How consoling the thought, that 
by means of your charity, not only a precious soul has been saved, 
but a female missionary educated, who perhaps will be the first to 
carry a savour of religion into that unknown country; and whose ex- 
ample and progress may be the means of leading many others to 
seek the same precious salvation. 

One thing more I must mention. When she came to live with us, 
she was very fond of dress and ornaments of which she had many. 
After she became pious, without any suggestion of ours, she laid 
aside all her ornaments, except a pair of plain knobs in her ears. 
She dresses plaim, and expresses her disapprobation of ostentatious 
finery. In short, she seems desirous of being adorned not with gold 
and pearls and costly array, but (which becometh women professing 
godliness.) with good works. 

Another instance worthy of notice, is the case of Charles Reece, 
who is also a half breed. He was the first of the three Cherokees; 
who, at the battle of the Horse Shoe, swam the Coosa river, under 
the fire of the enemy, and brought over their canoes, by which means 
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the Cherokees crossed that river, and by turning the attention of the 
enemy, were instrumental in saving the lives of many of your valua- 
ble citizens. In consideration of this brave deed, President Ma- 
dison presented him with an elegant silver mounted rifle. But in 
this he does not now glory, having learned, as we humbly trust, to 
glory only in the cross of Christ. Soon after the mission was com- 
menced here, this man once or twice attended our Sabbath preach- 
ing. He has since teld us that he was then convinced that he was a 
bad man, and felt very uneasy in his mind. He had many struggles 
in his heart, whether to forsake his bad ways and attend to instruc- 
tion, or to quit going te the missionaries, and do as he had before 
done. The preaching of our dear brother Cornelius, was made in- 
strumental in increasing convictions; and after a few more ineffec- 
tual struggles of his wicked heart to reign, this brave and undaunted 
warrior was brought, by the power of divine grace, tu bow cordially 
and joyfully to the meek and humble Jesus, and to trust alone in his 
merits for pardon and eternal life. This man is not only a hopeful 
Christian, but an industrious, or more preperly, he is 4 Ot work- 
ing man. He has this season cleared several acres of ground, with 
his own hands, for the purpose of enlarging his corn field. He labours 
in the day time, and at night is engaged in learning to read, that he 
may be able to read the word of God. 

nother instance. A Cherokee woman who was left a widow 
last spring, with three small children, has for some time been a con- 
stant attendant on our preaching. Lately she has given evidence of 
a saving change of heart, and is to be admitted to our communion 
next Sabbath. She has had a little son at our school for several 
mouths, who now can read very well. On the Sabbath, after preach- 
ing she has been seen to take him into the woods for the purpose of 
his teaching her to read. There the mother sits an humble and 
attentive hearer of this little boy, who appears no less earnestly en- 
gaged for the instruction of his beloved parent. 

I will mention but one instance more, lest I should weary your 
patience, which is that of a young man, apparently a full blooded 
Cherokee. He was formerly a vicious, trifling character. Last 
summer he was hunting on the sabbath, and his gun accidently going 
off, discharged its contents through his arm. ‘This made a deep 
impression on his mind, he considered it as an evidence that the 
Great Spirit was displeased because he hunted on the Sabbath, and 
could not afterwards be persuaded by his people to go out on that 
day. But it was not until within afew weeks that he felt the bur- 
den of sin and the importance of being delivered from it by the 
merits of Christ. He is now a man of prayer, and though often re- 
proached and ridiculed for it, is not at all moved. In short we have 
hopes that he is a renewed man, and trusthe may soon be admitted 
a worthy member of our little church. 

Monday, March 30.—Not being able to close my letter last week, 
I will add a few lines before I speak of the school. Yesterday was 
our communion season, a larger number of people were assembled, 
than [ have before seen at this place on such an occasion. Aftera 
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sermon, to which all appeared attentive; two Cherokee women, and 
one white man made a publick profession of their faith in Christ, 
were baptized and received into the church, and seven children 
were admitted to the ordinance of baptism. ‘T'weuty-two commu- 
nicants then satdown to partake of those elements which represent 
the broken body and shed blood of our blessed Saviour. Seven of 
whom were natives, who we hope have been gathered out of the 
wilderness into the fold of Christ. Two of the natives, and two 
white nen were members of the Moravian Church at Spring Place, 
who were with us on this occasion. The season was truly solemn 
and interesting, and we often regretted that some of our pious bene- 
factors could not be present to enjoy it with us. 

Having spent so much time in giving particulars on what appear- 
ed to us a very interesting subject, I must be brief in my remarks 
on the schoo!. We have at present about thirty regular scholars, 
who live in our family, eat at our table, and are receiving in every 
respect, as far as we are able to give it, a Christian education. They 
are all instructed, most of them fed, and many of them clothed in 
part, free of expense tothem. But then-in return, they are most of 
them very good children, attentive to their books, obedient to the 
commands of their master, and the rules of the family, and are fast 
acquiring habits of industry. Indeed if we tel] the whole truth, we 
shall say that many of them learn faster than the same number of 
white children in any school with which we have been acquainted. 
The children appear cheerful and contented with their situation. 
But this has not been the case with all. Last season we laboured un- 
der many difficulties, our school was not taught regularly, and some 
of the children grew weary of the restraints laid on them and left 
the school. Some of-.these have now returned, and both parents 
and children have solicited us to take them again, and they are 
now among our best scholars. 

Iam aware of the danger missionaries are in, of giving a ——T 
to their narratives which facts will not warrant. In this respect, 
can only say, that I have endeavoured to confine myself to the simple 
narration of facts, and have omitted many which might have been 
given. Ifin these I have erred, it has been through ignorance and 
not by design; and I do now,in the name and at the request of the 
Mission family, tender our grateful acknowledgments to those ladies 
who so generously came forward to aid the work in which we are 
engaged. We felt it our duty to make this statement to you, that 
both you who sowed and we who reap may rejoice together. 

We hope no one will think, that we overlook the lioeral aid, 
which the gentlemen in Knoxville and other places have given to 
our work. We devoutly acknowledge the hand of God in it, and 
pray that their hearts and yours may be enlarged a hundred foid 
towards the poor perishing heathen.—That your prayers for them 
may be more frequent and fervent, and that a more abundant har- 
vest of good may yet be realized by those who sow in hope, will 
ever be the prayer of your affectionate and obliged friends at 


Chickamaugah. oe 
CYRUS KINGSBURY. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


OTAHEITE. 
Strict observation of the Lord’s Day. 


The natives of Otaheite, have paid their debt of gratitude to the 
Christian world, by teaching them how to keep the Sabbath. 

Mr. Row.tanp Hassat, of Paramatta, New-South Wales, ex- 
pressing, in a letter to the Rev. Mr. B in London, his delight 
in the success of the Missionaries, and his conviction that the work 
is of God, mentions, as one proof of it, the remarkable attention 
which the inhabitants of Ctaheite, as a body, pay to the Christian 
Sabbath. 

«¢When my friend, Mr. Crook, with his family, arrived on the coast 
of Otaheite, in the brig Active, they were much surprised that not a 
single native could be seen all alung the shore as the vessel sailed; 
nor could they perceive any smoke arising from their dwellings. 
This excited in the mind of Mr. Crook and others, a painful sus- 
picion that the island had been subdued, and all the inhabitants cut 
off in the wars. 

“In the midst of this agitation of mind, one of the sailors, an Ota- 
heitan, who left Port Jackson in the Active, observed that the na- 
tives were keeping the Sabbath day—that of late they did no kind 
of work—nor cooked any victuals—nor went out of their houses, 
except to worship God—and that the whole of the day was employ- 
ed either in religious worship, or in teaching one another to read. 

“At length, the vessel came to anchorin Matavai Bay; but not a 
native made his appearance until Monday morning; when great num- 
bers repaired to the brig, bringing with them their usual testimonies 
of hospitality, of food and fruit of all kinds, with other presents of 
cloth, &c &c. being highly pleased and thankful to God, that he had 
sent another teacher among them; and thus fully satisfying all on 
board that they had been observing the Sabbath, as before express- 
ed. 

“Thus you see, that it is not a few individuals who are turned to 
the Lord, but, comparatively speaking, the whole nation. When 
you reflect on this anecdote, and compare the conduct of these Ota- 
heitans with that of numbers even in the churches and congregations 
in and about Londen, you will be ready to say, that the poor hea- 
then are taken into fellowship with Christ, whilst the children of 
the kingdom are cast out.” 








ALBANY THEATRE. 


This spacious brick edifice, erected a few years since, has for some 
time past remained unoccupied and entirely unappropriated for any 
purpose whatever. It was sold last week to the Baptist society, and 
it is to be fitted up, as soon as sufficient funds can be raised, for the 
purpose of converting it into a house of divine worship. 
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The Treasurer of the American Society for Educating Pious 
Fouth for the Gospel Ministry, acknowledges the following receipts 
into the Treasury during the month of May last:—Annual Subscri- 
ber $5—five Clergymen’s Life Sub’s, $200—Donations, $493,37— 
Permanent Fund, $200—Total, $898.37. 

A meeting has been held by the Merchants of New York, for 
the purpose of raising, by subscription, a sufficient sum of money to 
erect a House of Publick Worship, for the exclusive use and oceupa- 
tion of seamen. The plan has met with encouragement, and no 
doubt will be executed on a Jibera! scale. 





At the last session of the New York Legislature, a law was pas- 
sed to »uild a church for the second christian party of Indiaus at 
Oneida, and the sum of 4000 dollars appropriated for that purpose. 
Agents were appointed to carry the law into effect. 





The Treasurer of the American Bible Society. has acknowledged 
the receipt of $2,787,25, during the month of May last. 
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FROM AN ENGLISH MAGAZINE. 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


By arts unknown, or unessay’d before, 
To shed instruction o’er a sinking land, 
Of ignorance the — t’ explore, 
And lead to knowledge with a lib’ral hand. 


Whence dawn’d the thought?—From heav’n itself it came, 
And future ages shall its pow’r confess; 

Crowds, yet unborn, it’s virtues shall proclaim, 
And tongues, yet silent, its kind influence bless. 


Spirit of purest !ove! with ardent eyes 
We mark where first that sacred influence springs; 
Arm’d with celestial pow’r, o’er earth it flies, 
Benigrly flies—with “healing on its wings!” 


This, in our moral system—this appears 
Another planet; and in time shall shine 

The world’s chief wonder, when progressive years," 
With growing zeal, shall perfect the design. 


Him no enthusiast’s hasty zeal shall praise, 
But steady judgment, and reflection cool, 
To him shal! vote the never-fading bays, 
Who urg’d, who form’d the SunpDay Scuoot. 


—_ 


BALTIMORE: 


PRINTED EVERY SATURDAY, BY JOHN D. TOY, CORNER OF MARKET AND 
LIGHT STREETS, AT FOUR DOLLARS A YEAR, PAYABLE 
HALF YEARLY IN ADVANCE. 
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